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Fast material change ensures high flexibility
SCHRAG launches production on its seventh Schuler blanking line to manufacture edging profiles for industrial and commercial buildings

Hilchenbach, March 13, 2014 – Edging profiles are a mainstay of industrial and commercial buildings: the lightweight metal strips are ideal for the easy, fast and safe construction of roofs and walls. The profiles produced using press brake technology, such as purlins and bolts, fanlight frames and box gutters, provide the flexibility and design freedom to create best-fit solutions for a variety of requirements. Profiles also offer added value as wall coverings, window and door frames, as well as photovoltaic support structures. As a member of the SCHRAG Group, SCHRAG| Edging Profiles has now launched production on its seventh Schuler blanking line to manufacture such edging profiles.

“Schuler is a reliable partner for our production,” says Thomas Goswin, Managing Partner of SCHRAG Kantprofile GmbH. Schuler’s automation experts have incorporated various improvements proposed by SCHRAG: “Together, we were able to adapt and improve the blanking line for our specific purposes.”

The line includes coil loading, decoiler, straightener, coil laminator, roll feed, hole punch and cut-to-length shear. But to start at the beginning: in the first stage of the production process, the decoiler is loaded with one of three coils on a rotatable storage unit – each coil can weigh as much as twelve metric tons and be up to 1,600 millimeters wide. The rotatable three-coil storage unit ensures a high degree of flexibility, as it enables the manufacturer to quickly change materials. Thanks to the optimized rewinding function, the coil which is no longer required can be quickly and precisely rewound.

Automatic importing of CAD data
Product changeovers are also accelerated by preparations for the automatic importing of CAD data, providing further proof of the line’s high degree of flexibility. Once the coil has been threaded, it is straightened by the automatically positioned Vario straightener which can straighten thicknesses of 0.75 to 4.00 millimeters. If required, the strip can then be coated with a protective film in a coil lamination unit – an optional feature which Schuler integrated into the line at SCHRAG’s request.

The next station after the loop pit is the roll feed. Thanks to its direct drive with servo motors, this unit can transfer high accelerations and speeds onto the coil and position it for the next station: the Vario punch. This unit provides various holes or notchings for fixing the profiles. Finally, the cut-to-length shear cuts the blanks from the coil and they are ready to be stacked. The parts then continue to the press brake process, for example, before they are finally ready for use.

Captions
Bild1.jpg: The line comprises coil loading, decoiler, straightener, coil laminator, roll feed, hole punch and cut-to-length shear.
Bild2.jpg: The coil is automatically threaded into the Vario straightener which can straighten thicknesses of 0.75 to 4.00 millimeters.
Bild3.jpg: Finally, the cut-to-length shear cuts the blanks from the coil ready to be stacked.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bild4.jpg: SCHRAG will use the blanking line to produce edging profiles such as purlins and bolts, pilasters and frames (clockwise from top left).
Please name Schuler as the photo source.



About the Schuler Group – www.schulergroup.com
As the technological and global market leader in metal and plastic forming equipment, Schuler offers cutting edge presses, automation, dies, process know-how and services for the entire metal forming industry and lightweight vehicle construction. Its clients include car manufacturers and their suppliers, as well as companies in the forging, household equipment, packaging, energy and electrical industries. Schuler is the market leader in coin minting technology and supplies systems solutions for the aerospace, railway and large pipes industries. In fiscal year 2012/13 (ending Sep. 30), Schuler posted sales of € 1,185.9 million. With 5,600 employees, Schuler is represented in 40 nations around the world. The Austrian ANDRITZ Group holds a majority share in Schuler.

About the SCHRAG Group – www.schrag.eu
SCHRAG has a tradition that goes back many years. And today the company, the origins of which date back to the year 1892, is still being managed as a family business in its fourth generation. During the 1960s, the company began to specialise in the production and sale of edging profiles for industrial and commercial construction. SCHRAG|Edging Profiles operates several production facilities in Germany. Additional branches have recently been added in Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Austria and Switzerland. Our edging profile business has now been supplemented by SCHRAG|Engineering Services, SCHRAG|Facades and SCHRAG|Roof Metals. All over Europe, customers place their trust in SCHRAG and its 450 staff members across 13 locations at present. 
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